
TWO TEN ANNUAL GALA 
RAISES $3.7 MILLION
Led by co-chairs Sam, Libby and Jesse Edelman, the footwear industry comes together alongside dinosaurs, 
mammals and sea life to make 79-year fundraising history.

THE VENUE
Held at New York City’s extraordinary American Museum of Natural History, the industry’s most prestigious and 
highly anticipated evening of philanthropy and celebration brought together more than 800 people from across 
the industry to enjoy the stunning venue, reconnect with each other, and raise funds for emergency financial 
assistance, natural disaster recovery, referral services and the many other support services and programs 
provided by Two Ten for footwear employees and their families.

An important highlight of the evening were the stories shared personally by five industry employees: Mollica, 
who battled and survived cancer at age 29; Hurricane Irma victim Regina, whose entire family depended on her 
financially following the devastating storm; Charanor, who avoided becoming homeless by reaching out to Two 
Ten; College student and first-ever recipient of the Bruce Fendell Memorial Scholarship, Mariah (represented by 
Rachel Fendell, daughter of Bruce Fendell); and footwear store owner Celeste, who recently lost her home, her 
store and all her possessions to the wildfires in Paradise, California.

STORIES

The centerpiece of the evening was the celebration of three prestigious Two Ten Footwear Foundation industry 
honors: the T. Kenyon Holly Award for outstanding humanitarian achievement, presented to Michael Greenberg, 
President, Director and Co-Founder of Skechers for his years of making a difference in the lives of children with 
special needs; Katie Butler, General Manager for Caleres brand Franco Sarto received the A.A. Bloom Award for 
her tireless fundraising efforts on behalf of the Two Ten Footwear Foundation; and Zappos.com, whose award 
was accepted by board member and General Manager / Head of Merchandising Jeff Espersen, was honored with 
the Social Impact Award for their commitment to giving back to their community. 

AWARDS

HEROES
The Foundation also recognized twelve individuals and organizations as this year’s Two Ten Heroes — advocates 
who extend themselves in extraordinary ways to support Two Ten, often behind the scenes and without any 
expectation of acknowledgement. Lighted centerpieces at every dinner table featured pictures of each of the 
Heroes, in addition to full profiles highlighted in the Gala program book.

THANK YOU
Over the last 12 months you’ve enabled us to help thousands of footwear colleagues in crisis. To bring together 
thousands of committed footwear volunteers through Footwear Cares. To partner with thousands of footwear-
women who are dedicated to our industry and to enlarging their voice. To help hundreds of footwear families 
realize their dreams of higher education.
 
Thank you for helping us change the lives and careers of footwear employees and their families. Those of 
you who joined us in New York for our 79th Annual Two Ten Gala came together and demonstrated the 
power of our industry’s philanthropy.
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